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Radio and Television Center'
Charleston, Illinois 61920
WEIU TV ChannelS!
217/581·5956
WEIU FM88.9
217/581-6116June 2, 1993

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

'1bJ. Easternr·. Illinois
Universirr:- -----__
lklAIW Uf <.i\lVUHt)L~UNIVF.L~mf.'l

Abby J. Aronsohn, Director
Programming and Special Events
Douglas Communications corporation II
1200 East Ridgewood Avenue
East Wing - suite 3D
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

RE: Carriage of WEIU TV on Douglas Communications Corporation
II's Cable System in Brocton, Illinois; Hume, Illinois;
and Metcalf, Illinois.

Dear Ms. Aronsohn,

Pursuant to section 5 of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992, I hereby request carriage
of WEIU TV on Douglas Communications Corporation II's cable
systems in Brocton, Illinois; Hume, Illinois; and Metcalf,
Illinois. WEIU TV is a qualified local noncommercial television
station entitled to carriage under Section 5 of the 1992 Cable
Act.

-Pursuant to Section 5(g) (5) of the Act, I would like to
discuss with you an appropriate channel position for the signal
of WEIU TV with the goal of reaching a mutually agreed upon
placement.

I have also received your letter dated May 17, 1993 directed
to WEIU TV, Charleston, Illinois regarding the topic referenced
above.

Please advise us of the basis of your assertion that WEIU TV
may not be entitled to carriage on your cable system. As
required by the FCC rules, please provide us with additional
information regarding your assertion that WEIU TV fails to meet
the standards for delivery of a good quality signal to your cable
system's principal headend. Specifically, please identify the
location (i.e. geographical coordinates) of your system's
principal headend. In addition, please furnish us with a list of
the equipment which was used to make the initial measurements, a
detailed description of the reception and over-the-air signal
processing equipment used, inclUding sketches and a description
of the methodology used for processing the signal. Please
include the specific make and model numbers and age of all
equipment. We hope that this additional information will help us
to identify and resolve any problem with signal quality, thereby
enabling us to produce a signal which meets the applicable
technical requirements.

WEn J nnM.!1



..

. ,

A prompt_reply to this request would be appreciated. Please
• advise if you have any questions or require further information.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
. / -p'~/ ~'9/ 7- l./"{,, ~

John L. Beabout, Director
Radio and Television Center
General Manager WEIU FM & TV

cc: Mr. Wayne Coy, Attorney at Law - Cohn & Marks Law Offices

JLB/kb

WEIU 000442



Radio and Television Ccntcr
Charleston, lllinois 61920
WEIU TV Channel 51
217/581-5956
WEIU FM 88.9
217/581-6116June 8, 1993

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

J @hJ Eastern
. Illinois

Universig.:~ ---- _
UtJAIlU of (;OV~"NUIl.~lJNIV'''''lllt.'

Ms. Abby J. Aronsohn
Director of programming &.Special Projects
Douglas Communications Corporation V. L.P.
1200 East Ridgewood Avenue
East Wing - suite 3D
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

RE: Carriage of WEIU TV on Douglas Communications corporation's
system serving Sidell, Illinois.

Dear Ms. Aronsohn,

Pursuant to Section 5 of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992, I hereby request carriage
of WEIU TV on Douglas Communications Corporation's system serving
Sidell, Illinois. WEIU TV is a qualified local noncommercial
television station entitled to carriage under Section 5 of the
1992 Cable Act.

Pursuant to Section 5(g) (5) of the Act, I would like to
discuss with you an appropriate channel position for the signal
of WEIU TV with the goal of reaching a mutually agreed upon
placement.

Please provide a written response to this request within
thirty (30) days. If you have any questions regarding this
request for carriage and channel positioning, please contact me
as soon as possible.

Please advise it you have any questions or require further
information. Thank you.

Sincerely,

OJ J.·f1f~·
~hn L. Beabout, Director
Radio and Television Center
General Manager WEIU FM & TV

cc: Mr. Wayne Coy, Attorney at Law - Cohn & Marks Law Offices

JLB/kb

WEIU 000420



October 25, 1989

Rick Chandler
Program Director
MWI Cablesystems
35 Industrial Drive
Martinsville, IN 46151

Dear Mr. Chandler,

I talked with Bob.Cagle last week about WEIU TV 51 becoming
a part of your cable system in Illinois. Our chief engineer, Ron
Amyx, talked with you and thought it would be a good idea to
familiarize you with our station and our programming.

Enclosed is our monthly program guide and a map of our
broadcast area. With The Wonderful World of Disney, News Scan
Live, six hours of Financial News Network, news and pUblic
affairs, and programming from the BBC, we offer an extraordinary
array of quality programming.

Please take a few minutes to review the information, and
I'll give you a call next week to answer any questions. Thank
you for your interest.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Dole, Director
Development and Marketing
WEIU TV

WEIU 000370
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September 23, 1992

John Hagstrom
General Manager
MW1 Cablesystems Inc.
35 Industrial Drive
Martinsville, Indiana 46151

Dear Mr. Hagstrom,

WEIU TV respectfully requests MW1 Cablesystems Inc.'s
consideration for carriage of WEIU TV on the Lerna, Illinois,
cable system. WEIU TV broadcasts more than 70 hours weekly of
educational programming that is appropriate for and provided free
of cost to area schools in WEIU TV's 10 county service area. Tbe
school system in Lerna has requested that we contact you on their
behalf to encourage MW1 to add WEIU TV to the Lerna system. WEIU
TV is a PBS affiliate, but duplicates less than 10' of the
programming broadcast by WILL TV. Please feel free to call me if
you have any questions or require further information. I have
enclosed a program for your reference. Thank you.

Sincerely,

(j#./ ~11J"
fOhn L. Beabout, Director
Radio and Television Center
General Manager WEIU FM & TV

JLB/kb



Radio and Television Center
Charleston, lllinois 61920
WEIU TV Channel 51
217/ 581·5956
WEIU FM88.9
217/581-6116June 2, 1993

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

,
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BoAAO Of GOYUNO~UNNnSmES

John Hagstrom
General Manager
MWI Cablesystems Inc.
35 Industrial Drive
Martinsville, IN 46151

Dear Mr. Hagstrom,

Pursuant to Section 5 of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992, I hereby request carriage
of WEIU TV on MWI Cablesystems Inc.'s system in Lerna, Illinois.
WEIU TV is a qualified local noncommercial television station
entitled to carriage under section 5 of the 1992 Cable Act.

Pursuant to section 5(g) (5) of the Act, I would like to
discuss with you an appropriate channel position for the signal
of WEIU TV with the goal of reaching a mutually agreed upon
placement.

Please provide a written response to this request within
thirty (30) days. If you have any questions regarding this
request for carriage and channel positioning, please contact me
as soon as possible.

Please advise if you have any questions or require further
information. Thank you.

Sincerely,

G/ 11tL--~~~
jOhn L. Beabout, Director
Radio and Television Center
General Manager WEIU FM & TV

cc: Mr. Wayne Coy, Attorney at Law - Cohn & Marks Law Offices

JLB/kb

WEIU 000436
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

TURNER BROADCASTING
SYSTEM,
INC.,aaL

Plaintiffs,

v.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION, aiL,

Defendants.

Civil Adion No. 92-2247 (and
Consolidated Cases Civil
Action Nos. 92-2292, 92-2494,
92-2495, 92-2558)
(SFW, TPJ, SS)

DECLARATION OF DAVID DIAL

1. My name is David Dial. I am General Manager of WNIN, a

public television station located in Evansville, Indiana. I have held the position

of General Manager since October, 1984. Prior to coming to WNIN, I was

Program Manager at WHRS (now WXEL) in West Palm Beach, Florida. Prior to

that, I was Television Manager of WXXI, Rochester, New York.

2 WNIN, Channel 9, is a noncommercial educational

broadcast television station licensed to Southwest Indiana Public Broadcasting,

Inc. WNIN began broadcasting in 1970, serving the predominantly rural area of

southwest Indiana, and portions of Kentucky and Dlinois.

3. WNIN's mission is to provide quality educational,

informational and cultural programming with an emphasis on locally produced



-
shows that serve the needs of the citizens of the rural area surrounding

Evansville, Indiana. Although WNIN is located in an urban center with a

population of about 130,000, it serves a largely rural area with a total population

of around 750,000. WNIN produces public affairs programs and documentaries

of interest to the local area. The station also produces educational programs and

sponsors many community events, including lectures and concerts. WNIN

enjoys wide support from individuals and corPorations in three states.

Although there are other public television stations in the area, there is

relatively little duplication between WNIN's programming and that of the
other stations. WNI1'l is a Ready-to-Learn public television station that

broadcasts nine hours per day of children's programming. Additionally, WNI1'l

is a community licensee. The other public television stations that overlap with

WNIN are state authority or university licensees with substantially different

programming. Approximately 10,000 members of the community contribute to

WNIN each year.

4. WNfi\Il is a qualified noncommercial educational television

station as defined in subsection (1)(1) of Section 5 of the 1992 Cable Act. WNlN

is a local station as defmed in subsection 0)(2) of Section 5 of the Act with regard

to a number of cable systems, including Owensboro Cable (Century

Communications) in Owensboro and Henderson, Kentucky; Loogootee Cable in

Loogootee; Douglas Cable in Allendale, Bone Gap, Browns, Keensburg and West

Salem; TCI in Owensville, Mt. Vernon, Princeton, Henderson, Ft. Branch,

Poseyville, Jasper, Boonville, Huntingburg, and Haubstadt; Star Cable (Par) in

Evansville, Wadesville, and Poseyville; TeleMedia in Greenriver; MWl Cable

in Pleasant Ridge and Montgomery/Cannelburg; and Triax Communications in

Shoals, Monroe City and Patoka.

-2-



7. In 1989, WNIN was dropped by Douglas Cable systems in

Allendale, Bone Gap, Browns, Keensburg, and West Salem, illinois.

Documentation of these drops is contained in Exhibit 3. After the 1992 Cable Act

went into effect, WNIN requested carriage on Douglas Cable, but Douglas never

responded. In July 1993, WNIN filed a complaint with the FCC against Douglas

Cable. Douglas filed no opposition and in December 1993 the FCC ordered

Douglas to piclc up WNJN in Allendale, Bone Gap, Browns, Keensburg and

West Salem. Douglas subsequently took the position that WNIN's signal was

not strong enough. After WNIN agreed to split the cost of a new antenna,

Douglas finally added WNIN. This delay in carriage of more than a year

resulted in loss of viewership and diminished station membership in Southern

nlinois. Documents relating to WNIN's efforts to gain carriage on the Douglas

system are attached as Exhibit 3.

8. In February 1991, WNIN was dropped by Loogootee Cable,

Loogootee, Indiana (now TeleMedia Co.). At the same time, the cable system

added CNN Headline News. Prior to being dropped, WNIN had expended

considerable resources to develop its membership in the Loogootee area. The

drop resulted in WNIN's loss of service to approximately 1000 Loogootee area

cable subsaibers and over 75 station members. As a result of the drop, the

station experienced a revenue loss of about $4,500 Per year. In December 1992,

after the 1992 Cable Act went into effect, WNIN requested carriage on the

Loogootee system. Telemedia declined on the grounds that Loogootee was

outside WN!N's coverage area, and that the system already carried one public

television station. After repeated requests from us, the cable company

subsequently measured WNIN's signal on a day when WNIN was experiencing

transmitter problems, and concluded that the station's signal strength was not

sufficient. After repairing the transmitter, WNIN again requested that



TeleMedia any the station. Finally, in December 1993, the cable company added

WNIN. Documents relating to the Loogootee drop and subsequent

correspondence are attached as Exhibit 4.

9. Prior to enactment of the must carry provisions, WNIN was

involuntarily repositioned by three cable companies in 13 locations. In January

1987, TCI Cablevision repositioned WNIN to a higher channel position in nine

locations-OWensville, Boonville, Mt. Vernon, Princeton, Poseyville, Jasper, Fort

Branch, Huntingburg and Haubstadt. The cable company placed the Discovery

Channel on Channel 9 (WNIN's original channel). In 1988, Telemedia of

Greenriver shifted WNIN's channel position in Hawesville, Kentucky. In

February 1989, Star Cable (now Triax) shifted WNIN from Channel 9 to Channel

19 in Evansville, Wadesville, and Poseyville. All of these shifts were made

without prior notification and resulted in inferior higher channel locations. As

a result of these shifts, viewers were confused about where to find W'Nm, and

the station lost membership. WNIN's channel position was eventually restored

on these systems, but this did not occur until after enactment of the must carry

provisions. Examples of documents relating to these detrimental shifts are

attached as Exhibit S.

10. Once the must carry provisions were in effect, I began to try

to obtain carriage on a number of cable systems. Carriage was delayed in some

cases because of resistance by the cable operators. For example, MW1 Cable

repeatedly delayed in providing carriage and added WNIN only after we

threatened to file an FCC complaint. See the letters I have attached as Exhibit 6.

However, our efforts to obtain carriage were eventually successful because of the

must carry provisions. Between May 1993 and early 1994, WNIN was picked up

by seven cable companies in 12 locations. WNIN was added to the following

local cable systems: Century Cable in Henderson, Kentucky; Cable Equities of

-5-



Colorado Ltd/Rifkin Associates in Grayville, Illinois; Cable Equities of Colorado

Ltd./Rilkin Associates in Washington, Indiana; Telemedia Corp. in Loogootee,

Indiana; Renaissance Cable in Whitesville, Kentucky; Douglas Cable of

Southern Dlinois in West Salem, Browns, Bone Gap, Allendale and Keensburg;

Triax Community Corp. in Patoka, Shoals, and Monroe City; MWI Cable in

Montgomery, Indiana and Pleasant Ridge, Kentucky; and Multivision Cable TV

in Nebo and Bremen, Kentucky.

11". WNIN has experienced increases in viewership and

membership since obtaining carriage on these cable systems.

[REDACTED]

I believe

that this ina-ease reflects the fact that viewers now know the station and are

comfortable with our programming, and we no longer have problems with

viewer perception caused by unannounced cable drops and shifts. The

membership numbers of WN1N follow a similar pattern. In October, 1993, we

had 8,891 members. In October, 1994, we had 9,610 members, an ina-ease of 8.7

percent. In 1995, to date, we already have an inaease in membership of

approximately 8 percent over last year's number. I believe that these ina-eases

are in large part attributable to ina-eased cable carriage as a result of the must

carry provisions.

12. Without must carry provisions, I believe WNIN would be

dropped by a number of cable companies, and the station would not be able to



reach many 9f its current viewers. Many viewers would be unable to receive

the station's signal over the air because they do not have a working outdoor

antenna or have poor UHF reception. Even if viewers can receive the signal,

they often do not make the effort to switch from cable to over-the-air reception.

Loss of must carry would decrease WNW's ability to provide a broad population

with access to the station's unique programming. In addition, loss of

viewership results in loss of membership, which in tum results in loss of

financial support. Loss of viewers can also result in loss of underwriting

support. In turn, loss of financial support from membership and underwriting

contributions affects the quality and amount of programming that may be

broadcast.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and

correct.

David Di
General Manager, WNIN

-7-
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Augu.tt 7, 1985

Hr. Peter rannon
National ~sociation of Public Television Stations
Suite 300
21 Dupont Circle, NW
Washlnston, D. C. 20036

Dear Peter:

We recantly learned that the Allton' Illinois, cable ft.t!fJ
~91l!!·••-l!!tl"JJSI ou~.or-Olney. J:ijlnoll •. ,

Tha reason this vas done va. to pick up a new Illinoi.
independent station in their coverase area. They feel
an in-.tate ltation .hould take preference over an out-of
ltate station.

They have had coaplaint. because they dropped us and
would like'to put u. back on•

.. Will keep you info~d of any other instances resardins
-the stiuation. I hope ve can do lomethinS to chanse the
rcc'l attitude.

APTS· 006029

-"=
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. .- .....-Itt~peter Fannon
. "-: _.' .... -". NAPTS';.','.:···· .' : .. ' ..... -: ...

--':.-~'. . .. ..-.:." "~'1818' N Street 'W.'·""'.."',-"'· ..
:' :' .~.':- ":.' ;'.~:- Suite ,410 ..._ . .r;.:,.

, , ~"" ......c.- .':~"" '% Washinqtoni Dc'20036"',
... -. . -

DLD:clJt
Encl.

.' .

" Januaty 29 ~ 1986
. ~. ~ ..

~r.!Y.

D.V:t~ D1a1
President ~ Genera1_Manaqer

/'

... ,.
..

•

P.S. I have enclose4 a copy of my recent State
of ebe Station report for your perusal.

APTS 006027

9201 PETERSIUIIG RO./EVNt&'1LL£. N 47711·1499/PHONE 812"7~71
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Hr. Dubby McGuire
General Mana,el'
Ovenaboro Cablaviaion
lox 1791 11 Incluatl'ial DI'.
OIMaabol'O. lY 42301

Deal' KI'. Hc:Guil'a, .

I woulel Uka to a,peal to 10U to ntul'll VNDf-'l'V • to Owubo. ~ .
Cabla. YOUI' actiOA nIIOVU, 'l'V • fl'_ JOUr cable a,at_ ela,riv..
your 11.000 ~i"',a of a valuable aa"ice they hava enjoyed
for a1xtau '''I'a.

WNlN-'l'V' bu alva,a .... the .at popular pubUc t.l.vialon- at&tiOil
iD the fri-State. [REDACTED)

_,,-- fl:i::!!!~CN,'_~.~~~t.-~!..~!i~~'J!I!.~bo~!.~.._I'a 0 .• .

.~ ~ .
.......:..

.r

001021APTS

...val of our .1pal fna YeNl' .."ic. will funhel' Jeo,areli&a
WIll'. fl'a,U. firwlc1al au,poet. WHIN clepeneS. OIl local _berahl,
ucl bub....u,poet for a1alOat 101 of ie. annual $1.288.000
bueI.at. WIll cIe,... .. Ow_taM...... _ ~_ .... '''I' iD
Mabarahip auPPOl't ancI acIcIitioul au,pon fol' 01JI' annual auction.
Ivan loainl a poetiOft of thb c• .,...... vill cut elMp into our ...11
budlat.

WNDf ancI Dr ,,,"icle the alti..... 01 Oweuboeo vith diff.nnt and
valuable ..nicea. Dul'iftl ~ clayciM Dr pnviclea all lA-achool
audluce with '&'OIe_inl vh11. WIll ••I'VU ,ea-acbool.ea••theea
and the .lelal'l, with a ••nice of Iov-To '1'011'.... lunhee. dudn,
the .-&" _tha. 111' elou not .i.. _ UDtil 3,00 ,.... 'l'haeafoea.
cUi... of Oveubol'O vUl be ful'tbae .'I'ivecl of a 4ayt_ public
b.adc.niDI ...1_ d_taa th1a ~iM.

Mr. lIClGIIin. I euaot beU... thi. actl_ cu ....lbl' 'l'O"Ilela
o..-bol'O Cable with Irutal' nvemau 01' batt.1' .al'Ve tbe cltie..
of you c _it,. I vaa you to nnw your _lal_ ancI ntunWIIDI-" • to ,.. acellut .e"lce.

I look fonad to .....I'Da 11'_ you.

S _nl"~
~ .

b'o.....~....
J)avl L. Dial
rraaldent • Ganeral Manala"



<I) 8~~CATIONS
CORPORATION

June 24. 1993

David Dial
President
WNIN
40S Carpenter St.
Evansville. IN 47708

Dear Mr. Dial,

·ATLANTIC REGIONAL OFFICE
51 W. Sixth Avenue
Huntington. WV 25iO I
(304) 522·3969
(304) 522·-W 19 FOIx

This is to inform you that we should be adding your station to our system in East Henderson,
KY with in the near future. We will probably be placing your station on channel 17 at first and
then moving it to channel 9 sometime in the future. WON is currently on channel 9 in East
Henderson.

We are anticipating several channel changes due to the new FCC rules and wish to minimize the
inconvenience and confusion to our customm by changing channels as little as possible.

Sincerely,

/~~
Rick Thompson
Regional Engineer

WNIN 000198



CABLE NAME:
OWNER NAME:
ADDRESS:

PHONE:
PARENT
CONTACT:

UPDATE:

Century Cable-Owensboro Cable
Century Communications Corp.
P.O. Box 1798
Owensboro, KY 42302
1-502-926-0202
Century Communications Corp.
Joseph A. DiBacco, Regional Manager
P.O. Box 1828
Owensboro, KY 42302
1-502-685-2991

8/25/93

Comments: 6/4/93 - WNIN is presently not carried in Henderson, Spotsville,
and Basket. Joe DiBacco said that they intend to pick us up soon. I requested
this in writing.

8/25/93 - Carrying WNIN on Channel 17 in Henderson. Will move us to Channel
9 by September 30, 1993.

9/1193 - WNlN carried on channel 9 in Henderson.

'1h)L;~" (cL-i1.td -t (,)~n ..r'.'.:,(.1 ct ell') [:'('L1UliLu.--t ... 1 f Je}).......;.')()

COMMUN1TIES/SUBS
Corydon/628
Dixon/235
Clay/455
Henderson/1487
Owensboro/20750
Cairo
Geneva
Little Dixie
Robards
Maceo
Masonville
Philpot
Poole
Utica
Spotsville
Basket
Smith Mills
Dermont
Sorgho
Stanley
Thruston

COUNTY
Henderson
Webster
Webster
Henderson
Daviess

Henderson
Daviess

Daviess

Daviess
Henderson
Henderson
Henderson
Daviess
Daviess
Daviess
Daviess

STATE
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY'
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY
KY

WNIN CHANNEL #
13
9
9
9
9
13
13
13
9
9
9
13
13
9
Not carried
Not carried
13
9
9
9
9

WNIN 000173


